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NCPDP ANNOUNCES EXECUTIVE COLLABORATION AMONG U.S. HEALTHCARE 

STANDARDS DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT INDUSTRY-WIDE 
STANDARDIZATION AND INTEROPERABILITY  

 
 
SCOTTSDALE, AZ − March 18, 2009 − The National Council for Prescription Drug Programs 

(NCPDP), a not-for-profit pharmacy standards development organization, today announced the 

formation of the Standards Charter Organization (SCO), a formal collaboration among U.S. 

healthcare standards development organizations. The SCO will coordinate among its charter 

members to achieve true collaboration and harmonization of standards and interoperability that 

will support meaningful improvements in healthcare outcomes.  

 

The SCO began to take shape in 2008, through a series of summits that NCPDP facilitated with 

other healthcare standards development organizations. The establishment of the SCO marks a 

major milestone for collaboration among leadership of standards development organizations 

and will facilitate the creation of industry wide, interoperable standards that will support a 

sustainable healthcare information technology (HIT) in the U.S.  

 

The goals of the SCO are (1) to develop an executive forum and a process for senior leadership 

of the U.S. healthcare standards development community to have strategic and tactical dialogue, 

planning and collaboration across standards development organizations; and (2) to unify and 

harmonize healthcare industry standards to meet the interoperability and standards definition 

needs of all healthcare stakeholders. 

 

NCPDP serves as Secretariat of the SCO; John Klimek, NCPDP’s new Senior Vice President of 

Industry Information Technology, is Chair of the SCO; and John Quinn, CTO of HL7 serves as 

Chair-Elect.  

 



Charter SCO members include: NCPDP, Health Level Seven (HL7), Inc., Accredited Standards 

Committee (ASC) X12,, ASTM International, and Clinical Data Interchange Standards 

Consortium (CDISC). Other standards-related entities and formal observers include Workgroup 

for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI), American National Standards Institute (ANSI), Federal 

Health Architecture (FHA), Health Information Technology Standards Panel (HITSP), Social 

Security Administration (SSA), Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise (IHE), US TAG, and the 

Office of the National Coordinator (ONC). 

 

HL7’s Chief Technology Officer and SCO Chair-Elect John Quinn said, “HL7 is honored to 

participate with our fellow standards development organizations in the newly-formed SCO. In 

this time of increased patient, policymaker, and profiler expectations, it is critical that we work 

together. Only through group discussion and planned project action can we provide the 

enhanced insight required to reach the ambitious interoperability and standards harmonization 

goals set before us. National efforts to pull together Electronic Health Record information in 

Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the Americas show us that the challenge is great and we 

must all make an effort to simplify the process.”  Quinn emphasized, “HL7 looks forward to 

working with NCPDP in this effort and comes to the SCO table ready to contribute our existing 

and future intellectual capital, and work with our partners to shape standards efforts in the U.S.”  

 

 “The healthcare industry has made great use of information technology to improve capabilities 

and reduce costs.  But, little work has been done amongst individual standards development 

organizations and affiliate organizations to integrate their standards into a seamless 

interoperable unit,” said Klimek, SCO Chair and Senior Vice President of NCPDP. “Through the 

SCO and the foundational work accomplished in its summits over the past year, various industry 

standards development organizations and affiliate organizations are actively working together 

on methods to remove barriers and improve capabilities and efficiencies, which will result in 

more cost effective healthcare and ultimately better healthcare outcomes.” 

 

For more information on the SCO, please visit www.SCOSummit.com. 

 

About NCPDP 
Founded in 1977, NCPDP is a not-for-profit, ANSI-accredited, Standards Development 

Organization with over 1500 members representing virtually every sector of the pharmacy 

services industry. Our diverse membership provides leadership and healthcare business 



solutions through education and standards, created using the consensus building process. 

NCPDP has been named in federal legislation, including HIPAA and the MMA. NCPDP 

members have created standards such as the Telecommunication Standard and Batch 

Standard, the SCRIPT Standard for e-Prescribing, the Manufacturers Rebate Standard and 

more to improve communication within the pharmacy industry. Our data services include the 

NCPDP Provider Identification Number, a unique identifier of over 75,000 pharmacies, and 

HCIdea, “The Prescriber Identity Solution”. For more information about NCPDP Standards, Data 

Services, Educational Programs and Work Group meetings, go online at www.ncpdp.org or call 

(480) 477-1000. 


